St. John United Lutheran Church Seattle, WA

Reign of Christ Sunday
November 21, 2021 - 10:30 AM

Service of the Word

Whether you’re joining us in-person or online, it is good to be together to worship
God this morning! We invite you to find your place among the gathered.

Current COVID Protocols:
✧ Masking is required during worship at all times,
unless you are in the Verified Vaccinated-Only Section.
✧ Please refrain from singing unless you are masked
AND seated in a Verified Vaccinated-Only Section.
✧ All worship leaders and vocalists are fully-vaccinated.
An asterisk (*) before a heading signals an invitation to stand, in body or spirit. Words in bold
print are meant to be spoken by the assembly.

Prelude
Welcome
Welcome Statement - The community of St. John United welcomes all persons into membership,
leadership and full participation in the life of our congregation without regard to gender or sexual
identity, race, age, ability, economic status, illness, or other human conditions. We affirm that
Jesus Christ has entrusted the ministry of reconciliation and healing to the Church and we
actively seek to include all who have felt excluded or alienated, especially people who identify as
transgender, bisexual, gay, and lesbian.
Land Acknowledgement - We respectfully acknowledge that our church, St John United, and
many of our homes are on the unceded land of the Duwamish people, the first stewards of this
land who are still here and continue to acknowledge their ancient heritage.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession & Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit
.Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Have mercy on us, O God.
We confess that we have sinned against you
and against our neighbor.
We have built walls instead of tables
and have turned away the stranger.
We have sought glory for ourselves
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and have treasured that which does not satisfy.
Help us to love as you love,
to welcome those you send,
and to treasure mercy and justice.
Turn us from our ways to your ways,
and free us to serve those in need.
Amen.
God, who makes all things new,
forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake
and remembers them no more.
Lift up your heads and your hearts.
Yours is the kingdom of God.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn

Lead On, O King Eternal #805

*Greeting & Prayer
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that guards our hearts
and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the
people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us through scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

The New Revised Standard Version
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As I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
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A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
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and the books were opened.
As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
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To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 93

The New Revised Standard Version
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The Lord is king, robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength.
The Lord has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.
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The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
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Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
5
Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O Lord, forever and forevermore.

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8

The New Revised Standard Version

4b

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel: John 18:33-37
33

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed
you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon, Pastor Anna Rieke
Hymn of the Day

O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us #431

*Prayers of Intercession
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the world, and
everyone in need.

A brief silence.
After Each Petition: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

*Peace
Please use low or no-contact greetings.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory
*Thanksgiving for the Word
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illuminate our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us forth to carry out God’s mission.

*Blessing
God, the beginning and the end,
who has written your name in the book of life,
☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace
from this time forth and forevermore.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn Give to Our God Immortal Praise #848
Invitation to Fellowship
Dismissal
Led on by the saints before us,
go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Thank you for giving!
You may donate by placing your gift in the offering plate in worship, mailing or delivering it to
the church office of by clicking the red DONATE button in our website.

Announcements
Holiday Cookie Baking Party for the Hot Meal Program
What: Create 50 “goodie” bags for our Hot Meal Program diners
When: Thursday, December 16th, 3 pm – 7 pm (come for as long as you like)
Where: St. John’s United Lutheran Church (kitchen)
Why: Our diners could use a show of support and love during the holidays
Details: We supply the ingredients - you supply the baking power (not to be confused with baking
powder!)

Thank you for coming out to our Italian Dinner & Dessert Sale. We raised over $1200 for our
building and had a wonderful time enjoying fellowship and your amazing homemade desserts.

Call for Budget Input
Your finance committee and church council are crafting a proposed budget for 2022. Input from
teams, committees and other ministry projects is valuable to the process. Please consider what
income and expenses you anticipate in the coming year. You may contact council president Jan
Olson and Pastor Anna with any questions, or any member of the staff, council or finance
committee with questions.

Offerings Update
(figures updated monthly after books are reconciled)
•
•

October Offerings Actual: $10,846.90 and October Offerings Budget: $9,520.00
Year-to-date Offerings Actual: $104,087.78 and Annual Offerings Budget: $114,874
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Find Us On Social Media:
Instagram: /StJohnUnited
Facebook Page: /StJohnUnited
Facebook Group: Community of St. John United
YouTube Channel: SJU by the Zoo

St. John United Staff
Rev. Anna Rieke, Pastor
Victoria Poling, Dir. of Community Engagement
Susan Friedrich, Church Administrator
Nathan Jensen, Music Director
Devon Hathaway, Custodian

pastor@stjohnunited.org
victoria@stjohnunited.org
office@stjohnunited.org
doublenorwich@hotmail.com

Church Office Hours
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 9am - 2pm
Wednesday: 9am -2pm
Thursday: 9am - 2pm
Friday: 9am - Noon

5515 Phinney Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98103
www.stjohnunited.org
(206)784-1040
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