St. John United Lutheran Church Seattle, WA

Epiphany Season
January 9 – February 20, 2022 - 10:30 AM

Service of the Word

Whether you’re joining us in-person or online, it is good to be joined together as
one body to worship God this morning. Whether visiting or returning, you are a
precious member of this gathering. We give thank for you!
COVID Protocols & Notes:
Thank you for your ongoing attention to COVID precautions. You have already displayed great
care for yourself and our community. We are in the midst of a surge of cases, which includes
highly transmissible variants. The good news is that our Red Phase Protocols remain in place and
were developed to provide some wiggle room in times such as these.
For the month of January, we encourage you to help curb the current surge with some extra
attention. We encourage you to move meetings online or wear masks in-person, even if all
attendees are fully vaccinated.
We will also make some temporary adjustments to our Sunday worship practices by pausing
hosted fellowship time and limiting singing to 1-2 cantors. All persons will be required to
mask during worship and the livestream will continue to be available. We welcome in-person
help with things like ushering, counting offerings and reading.
We encourage all eligible individuals to be vaccinated and give thanks for all those who
continue to work hard to make these life-saving vaccines available and accessible. If you have
questions or concerns, our pastor is happy to pray and engage in conversation with you.
An asterisk (*) before a heading signals an invitation to stand, in body or spirit. Words in bold
print are meant to be spoken by the assembly.

Prelude
Welcome
Welcome Statement - The community of St. John United welcomes all persons into
membership, leadership and full participation in the life of our congregation without regard to
gender or sexual identity, race, age, ability, economic status, illness, or other human conditions.
We affirm that Jesus Christ has entrusted the ministry of reconciliation and healing to the Church
and we actively seek to include all who have felt excluded or alienated, especially people who
identify as transgender, bisexual, gay, and lesbian.
Land Acknowledgement - We respectfully acknowledge that our church, St John United, and
many of our homes are on the unceded land of the Duwamish people, the first stewards of this
land who are still here and continue to acknowledge their ancient heritage.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
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*Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who sends the word with angels,
who is made flesh among all peoples,
and who breathes peace on all the earth.
Amen.
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
we confess our sin before you.
We replace compassion with competition.
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace,
that all we do, in word or deed,
may reflect your love born among us.
Amen.
I bring you good news of great joy for all people:
God has come among us
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.
☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven
and you are clothed in peace.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn: See Insert
*Greeting & Prayer
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that guards our hearts
and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray…
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us through scripture, preaching and song.
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First Reading: See Insert
Psalm: See Insert
Second Reading: See Insert
Gospel: See Insert
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: See Insert
*Prayers of Intercession
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all in need.
After Each Petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of
your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*Peace
Please use low or no-contact greetings. You may also stop by the camera station at the back of
the sanctuary to pass the peace visually to those watching the livestream from home.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory
*Thanksgiving for the Word
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illuminate our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us forth to carry out God’s mission.

*Blessing
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn

See Insert

Invitation to Fellowship
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

5

Thank you for giving!
You may donate by placing your gift in the offering plate, mailing or delivering it to the church
office or by clicking the red DONATE button in our website.

Announcements
Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Sunday, January 23rd at 1pm on Zoom

Zoom Meeting Information
Meeting ID: 810 0303 9789
Passcode: contact church staff
Dial by your location +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
The proposed 2022 budget is now available on the “Member Resources” section of our
website. The full report will be sent out in a separate email on Wednesday, January 18th to
voting members. You may contact a member of the church staff for the password anytime.
Written reports should be submitted via email to Pastor Anna and Jan Olson (council president)
by Sunday, January 16th for inclusion in the full congregational report. We also welcome and
encourage the development of a presentation slide(s) for use in the meeting itself. Contact Pastor
Anna if you’d like help developing this.

Offerings Monthly Update
(figures updated monthly after books are reconciled)
•
•
•
•
•

December Offerings Actual: $9,368.00
December Offerings Budget: $18,020.00
Year-to-date Offerings Actual: $107,918.00
Annual Offerings Budget: $114,874.00

December represents 100% of the year and we have received 94% of the offering amount that
was budgeted for 2021.

December
Offerings Actual

December
Offerings Budget

Year-to-Date
Offerings Actual

Year-to-Date
Offerings Budget

December is
100% of the year

$9,368.00

$18,020.00

$107,918.00

$114,874.00

94% of budget

Quilters (Fabric Fantasy)
Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall from 12–2pm. We will continue to meet in-person. Please
mask up and join us for creative time and conversation.

World Theologies & Alternate Universes Book Group
February 7, 7:30pm on Zoom
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We are shifting our January meeting to the first week in February. Please mark your calendar to
join us on zoom for a conversation about Dune by Frank Herbert. We’ll aim for reading halfway
through the book and will see if we want to discuss it further. It's deeply religious from nearly
page 1, so there are a lot of points for discussion. It's a tremendous page turner, and also very
much a product of its time. A zoom link will be available closer to the date of our next meeting.

2022 Community Garden Plot Openings
If you are interested in gardening or helping the SJU community garden in 2022, we have
openings available now on a first come first served basis. To apply, contact the garden
committee at: https://stjohnunited.org/portfolio/community-garden/

Meals for UW Lutheran Campus Ministry
We’ve reserved February 9th and March 9th to a vegetarian meal for about a dozen students
who gather with Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Washington. Contact Pastor
Anna if you’d like to participate.

The Word in Season Devotional Booklets
The Word in Season Devotional booklets for Jan-Feb-Mar 2022 are available. If you would like
to have a booklet mailed to you, please email Susan at office@stjohnunited.org, or leave a
message at the office (206) 784-1040.

Sunday Volunteer Schedule
Readers: Volunteers are selected from among the gathered.
Ushers: Volunteers are selected from among the gathered if no one is on the schedule.
•
•
•
•

January: ushers needed
February: ushers needed
March: Joe & Verna
April: Jan O.

Counter Case: The finance committee is looking for new counter volunteers. We can train you!
Please contact the office if you are interested.
n
• Jan 9 Eileen Little
• Jan 16 Eileen Little
• Jan 23 Eileen Little
• Jan 30 Lorie Lind
• February: Linda & Ed Hedlund
• March: Joe Marsh & Verna Roosevelt
• April : Jan Olson
• May: Counters needed
• June: Counters needed
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Copyright & Permissions: All liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS006760. Hymns used by permission of Annual License w/Podcasting License #A-706824.
The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007.
eBook version. Used by permission. All rights reserved. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Find Us On Social Media:
Instagram: /StJohnUnited
Facebook Page: /StJohnUnited
Facebook Group: Community of St. John United
YouTube Channel: SJU by the Zoo

St. John United Staff
Rev. Anna Rieke, Pastor
Victoria Poling, Dir. of Community Engagement
Susan Friedrich, Church Administrator
Nathan Jensen, Music Director
Devon Hathaway, Custodian

pastor@stjohnunited.org
victoria@stjohnunited.org
office@stjohnunited.org
doublenorwich@hotmail.com

Church Office Hours
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 9am - 2pm
Wednesday: 9am -2pm
Thursday: 9am - 2pm
Friday: 9am - Noon

5515 Phinney Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98103
www.stjohnunited.org
(206)784-1040
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