St. John United Lutheran Church Seattle, WA

Advent Worship Bulletin
November - December 2022

Service of the Word – 10:30am

Whether you’re joining us in-person or online, visiting or returning, you
are a precious member of this gathering. We give thanks for you!

COVID Protocols: Masking is optional, unless have been exposed to
someone with covid in the last 10 days. In that case, you must remain masked and
we ask that you do not sing. We are in the Green Phase of our COVID protocols,
which are based on County Public Health statistics.
Children and their movements and sounds are welcome! Coloring pages are
available in the rear of the sanctuary and the rear lounge is also available for play.
An asterisk (*) before a heading signals an invitation to stand, in body or spirit.
Words in bold print are meant to be spoken by the assembly.

Prelude
Welcome
Welcome Statement - The community of St. John United Lutheran Church
welcomes all persons into membership, leadership and full participation in the life
of our community without regard to gender identity, gender expression, sexual
orientation, race, age, ability, economic status, illness, or other human conditions.
We affirm that Jesus Christ has entrusted the ministry of reconciliation and healing
to the Church. We commit ourselves to racial equity and actively seek to include
all who have felt excluded or alienated. We see you and affirm who you are.
Land Acknowledgement - We respectfully acknowledge that our church, St John
United, and many of our homes are on the unceded land of the Duwamish people,
the first stewards of this land who are still here and continue to acknowledge their
ancient heritage.
GATHERING: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever.
Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.
Let us confront our sins,
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purify us with your refining fire
and set us again on your way of love,
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.
People of God,
a new thing is growing in our midst,
a tender branch,
a living sign.
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on ☩ Christ,
and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn: See insert
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the mercy of the Holy One
and the Spirit of the living God, be with you all.
And also with you.

Advent Wreath Lighting: See Insert
Advent Wreath Litany by Katy Stena (www.katyandtheword.com), used by permission

Candle Lighting Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Every Sunday:

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

Advent 1, Nov. 6:
O come, O Wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way.
Refrain
Advent 2, Nov. 13:
O come, O come, O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times you gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Refrain
Advent 3, Nov. 20:
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save,
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.
Refrain
Advent 4, Nov. 27:
O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Refrain

Advent 5, Dec. 4:
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight.
Refrain
Advent 6, Dec. 11:
O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new.
Refrain
Advent 7, Dec. 18:
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain

*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray…
Amen.
WORD: God speaks to us through scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading, Psalm and Second Reading: See Insert

*Gospel Acclamation

*Holy Gospel: See Insert
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: See Insert
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Announcements
Offering
Thank you for giving! You may place a gift in the offering plate, mail or deliver it
to the church office or click the red DONATE button in our website.

Choir Offering
*Offering Prayer
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in
need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

*Thanksgiving for the Word
Holy God,
our Sovereign, our Wisdom, our Judge,
as nature in the north cycles towards dormancy and death,
we thank you for the sustenance of your Word.
For your Word of life, we give thanks.
For your Word of life, we give thanks.
We praise you for speaking through Christ your Word,
in whom is your authority, your truth, and the justice of your ways.
When we are threatened by dangers and surrounded by evil,
you speak to us of life that comes through Christ’s death.
For your Word of promise, we praise you.
For your Word of promise, we praise you.
Grant us the endurance of the Spirit of your Son.
Upheld by the voice of your Word,
may we persevere with courage, energy, and joy,
serving our neighbors faithfully until the end of our days.
For your Word of power, we plead.
For your Word of power, we plead.
Abide with us in your Word, O God,
that we may speak your blessing to others,
today and forever. Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING: God blesses us and sends us forth to carry out God’s mission.

*Blessing
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn: See Insert

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God!

Postlude
Advent Wreath Litany by Katy Stenta; Gospel Acclamation from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS006760. Hymns used by permission of Annual License w/Podcasting License #A-706824.

Mid-Week Advent Gathering
Thursdays 6-6:45pm on Zoom (Meeting ID: 824 9593 4749)
Join each week, or whenever you can, to pray and reflect on the theme together.
Sessions will be crafted around the theme and be a brief check-in as we enter the
holiday season together. *The week of Thanksgiving will be cancelled or
rescheduled to Wednesday, in conversation with participants.
LiVE Project Retreat: The Spirituality of Waiting

Saturday, December 3, 9am – 3pm at Our Redeemer’s in Seattle
The season of Advent gives us an opportunity to pause, and to consider how our
ways of gathering open up space to be God‘s people. Join with members from
churches around our area to build community and explore practical tips on
cultivating communities of belonging and inclusion. Lunch will be provided. There
is no cost to members of SJU. Registration link to come.

Bible Study on The Short Stories by Jesus, by Amy-Jill Levine
1st and 3rd Fridays at noon-1 in the boardroom
Contact Pr Anna to join by zoom.
Upcoming Sessions: 18, Dec 2 & 16

Free Hot Meal in the Fellowship Hall
Tuesday Dinner: 4 - 6pm
Wednesday Lunch: 11am – 1pm
We have partnered with the Phinney Neighborhood Association
(www.phinneycenter.org) to offer free hot meals and others services. All are
welcome and there is no cost. Meals are nutritious and served sit-down style.

Fellowship Hour Group Host
You are warmly invited to join us for fellowship hour after worship with light refreshments. If
you’re a regular, find your group below and simply show up on that Sunday with treats or willing
to help. Thank you creating time for fellowship!
1st Sunday: Last names starting with letters A-G
2nd Sunday: Last names starting with letters F-J
3rd Sunday: Last names starting with letters K-O
4th Sunday: Last names starting with letters P-Z

St. John United Staff and Leadership:
Rev. Anna Rieke, Pastor
Susan Friedrich, Church Administrator
Nathan Jensen, Music Director
Devon Hathaway, Custodian
Grant Bolling, Livestream

pastor@stjohnunited.org
office@stjohnunited.org
doublenorwich@hotmail.com
grant@laservolcanoes.com

Church Office Hours:
TUES - FRI 9am – 3pm
SAT - MON Closed

5515 Phinney Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98103
www.stjohnunited.org (206)784-1040

