St. John United Lutheran Church Seattle, WA

Advent
November 28 – December 19, 2021 - 10:30 AM

Service of the Word

Whether you’re joining us in-person or online, it is good to be joined together as
one body to worship God this morning. Whether visiting or returning, you are a
precious member of this gathering. We give thank for you!
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COVID Protocols & Notes:
Please wear a mask at all times while in the building (with a few exceptions).
You may take brief breaks from masking in the Verified Vaccinated Section only. We do ask
for proof and keep a list so that individuals only need to verify vaccination once.
Singing is allowed only if masked AND in the Verified Vaccinated Section.
Fellowship time takes place after worship and is open to all, regardless of vaccination status.
You may remove your mask to eat and drink. Please mask up when not eating and drinking.
Dress for comfort and warmth, as we will continue to open doors and windows to increase air
flow. Prayer shawls are available for your use. Ask an usher.
Parents may exercise discretion around masking and very young children.

We encourage all eligible individuals to be vaccinated and give thanks for all those who
continue to work hard to make these live-saving vaccines available and accessible. If you have
questions or concerns, our pastor is happy to pray and engage in conversation with you.
An asterisk (*) before a heading signals an invitation to stand, in body or spirit. Words in bold
print are meant to be spoken by the assembly.

Prelude
Welcome
Welcome Statement - The community of St. John United welcomes all persons into
membership, leadership and full participation in the life of our congregation without regard to
gender or sexual identity, race, age, ability, economic status, illness, or other human conditions.
We affirm that Jesus Christ has entrusted the ministry of reconciliation and healing to the Church
and we actively seek to include all who have felt excluded or alienated, especially people who
identify as transgender, bisexual, gay, and lesbian.
Land Acknowledgement - We respectfully acknowledge that our church, St John United, and
many of our homes are on the unceded land of the Duwamish people, the first stewards of this
land who are still here and continue to acknowledge their ancient heritage.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
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Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn: See Insert
*Greeting & Prayer
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that guards our hearts
and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray,
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us through scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading: See Insert
Psalm: See Insert
Second Reading: See Insert
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Congregational Song
November 28: Verse 1
December 5: Verses 1-2
December 12: Verses 1-3
December 19: Verses 1-4

Advent Wreath Blessing
Each week, as we approach the Advent of our Savior Jesus Christ on Christmas, we
acknowledge what God’s people have always known: Even when God is active in this world,
hope is a work in progress.
Each candle on our wreath represents people, places and moments in time still awaiting God’s
goodness. Yet we are witnesses to God’s work in this world. Just as a small spark can give new
life to a dead wick, we believe the fire of God’s presence can ignite God’s purpose in this place.
God, through your love, a familiar light can banish the fear of the other;
Through your love, the warmth of good cheer can extinguish cold-hearted injustice.
Through your love, the song of faith can rekindle hope for the hopeless.
We light this candle as a small act of our great anticipation.
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Gospel: See Insert
Children’s Time
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: See Insert
*Prayers of Intercession
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.
After Each Petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

*Peace
Please use low or no-contact greetings. You may also stop by the camera station at the back of
the sanctuary to pass the peace visually to those watching the livestream from home.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory
*Thanksgiving for the Word
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illuminate our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us forth to carry out God’s mission.

*Blessing
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn

See Insert

Invitation to Fellowship
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Thank you for giving!
You may donate by placing your gift in the offering plate, mailing or delivering it to the church
office or by clicking the red DONATE button in our website.
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Announcements
Fellowship Time after Worship
Beginning December 5th, we will offer fellowship time indoors, depending on volunteer
availability. Volunteer hosts are grouped alphabetically by last and will be contacted soon with
further information. Please note that we will not be asking for proof of vaccination. Wear a mask
when not eating or drinking and be mindful of distancing.

Pacific Lutheran University Christmas Concerts
Join one of the most beloved holiday traditions in the Northwest, as the PLU Choir of the West,
University Chorale, and University Symphony Orchestra present our annual Christmas concert,
Hope. Works by Howard Darke, Brian Galante, Richard Nance, and others mix with traditional
carols and seasonal favorites as we celebrate hope and renewal in this joyful season.
2021 Christmas Concert dates:
Saturday, December 4, 8:00 pm – Lagerquist Concert Hall, PLU
Sunday, December 5, 2:00 pm – Lagerquist Concert Hall PLU
Monday, December 6, 7:30 pm – Benaroya Concert Hall, Seattle
Saturday, December 11, 8:00 pm – Lagerquist Concert Hall, PLU
Sunday, December 12, 2:00 pm – Lagerquist Concert Hall, PLU
Group sales of 10 or more tickets will ONLY available for the Benaroya concert.
Learn more and purchase tickets here: https://www.plu.edu/christmas/

Northwest Firelight Chorale Holiday Concerts
Join the Northwest Firelight Chorale as we raise our voices in celebration of our return to live
performances!* Our festive program of seasonal favorites and contemporary holiday gems
reflects the joy and optimism we hold as a community, finally moving beyond the challenges of
the past two years. We’re eager to share the positive energy we generate being together as a
group with our audiences to make this holiday season extra special. And we know you’ve been
missing our signature Firelighter choralography! Mark your calendars for these evening
performances at University Congregational United Church of Christ, 4515 16th Ave NE:
•
•
•

Friday, December 10, 7:30pm
Friday, December 17, 7:30pm
Saturday, December 18, 7:30pm

Tickets: Adults $25; Youth (5-12) $15. Ticket sales are now open on our website:
www.nwfirelightchorale.org. Follow us on social media to learn more! Can’t attend in person?
All tickets to live performances include a link to a video of our full program. The link will be
available from December 17 at 7:30pm through the end of the year.
Please note: We will be seating at half-capacity so be sure to purchase your tickets early! For
more information regarding our Covid safety measures, please visit our website!
*Subject to change, in accordance with King County guidelines.

7

Copyright & Permissions: “My Heart Shall Sing” Advent Candle-Lighting by Barn Geese Worship in licensed
under CC BY-NC 4.0 [Adaptations by Rev. Anna Rieke]
All other liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006760. Hymns used by
permission of Annual License w/Podcasting License #A-706824.
The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007.
eBook version. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Find Us On Social Media:
Instagram: /StJohnUnited
Facebook Page: /StJohnUnited
Facebook Group: Community of St. John United
YouTube Channel: SJU by the Zoo

St. John United Staff
Rev. Anna Rieke, Pastor
Victoria Poling, Dir. of Community Engagement
Susan Friedrich, Church Administrator
Nathan Jensen, Music Director
Devon Hathaway, Custodian

pastor@stjohnunited.org
victoria@stjohnunited.org
office@stjohnunited.org
doublenorwich@hotmail.com

Church Office Hours
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 9am - 2pm
Wednesday: 9am -2pm
Thursday: 9am - 2pm
Friday: 9am - Noon

5515 Phinney Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98103
www.stjohnunited.org
(206)784-1040
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