
December 2019 News  

From Pastor Anna  

Dear ones,  
  
I took this picture last year during the snow 
season that lasted so long we were all actu-
ally ready to get back to “normal”.  Kids (and 
parents!) were ready to return to school.  
Staff were ready to meet in person in offices. 
For a while, however, we were in a special 
kind of time. A time where we skied the lake 
and made snowmen on a weekday after-
noon. This picture captures so much of what 
that time was like: the beauty in the sky and 
blankets of white; the quite streets: the dan-
ger of the ice; even the crooked angle re-
flects the way our world was a little turned on 
it’s side.   
 
Last week in our sermon, I wondered what it 
would be like if Christmas didn’t come on the 
25th, but whenever we got our first snowfall.  
It would change how we prepared, wouldn't 
it?!  We be less likely to rush out and get last 
minute presents, or make elaborate dinners. 
Scheduling out of town visits would be harder, meaning we would just 
have to celebrate with whomever was near by. But we’d look out the win-
dow each morning and wonder, is this the day?!  
 
What I loved most about that long snow season, was how we all adapted 
to what came and what it said about who we are.  We kept the free hot 
meal program going when regular volunteers couldn’t make it, families 
brought their out-of-school kids over and everyone helped cook.  With the 
preschool out of session, the church stayed warm open to the nightly shel-
ter all day. When Sunday worship came along, people went out to the 
sidewalk to meet folks and make sure they made it safely over the ice.  We 
showed up so beautifully for each other, as we could, wherever we were.  
If you were snowed in elsewhere, I hope you have similar stories from your 
neighborhood. 
 
My prayer during this month of Advent, is that you will all prepare and 
show up like the first snow will come any moment.  Be safe and prudent, 
while enjoying each moment. Wonder at God’s creation, while working to 
make it more just. Care for each other all the time and expect the unex-
pected.  That is, afterall, how the Christ child came– Emmanuel, God with 
us—delivered when the time had come, ready or not, amidst a treacherous 
journey, but warm in the arms of loving parents.  
 
The month of December will be busy one—both for this church and for 
each household. To prepare, all we need do it show up as we can and love 
each other.  I know you can do that, because I see you do it every day.  
May that love of God, that shows up between you, bless you this Christ-
mas season.   
 
Your sister in Christ, 
Pastor Anna  

RECURRING EVENTS:  
Council: Second Tuesdays at 7:10pm (BR) 

Finance: Third Thursdays at 5pm (BR) 

Mutual Ministry: Third Wednesdays at 3pm (PO) Moved to December 11th 

Listening for a Change: Every Friday at 10am (BR) 

Property: tbd 

Worship & Music: tbd 

Church Choir: Thursdays at 7pm (CR) 

Handbells: Thursdays at 6pm (S) 

Garden Workdays: Second Saturdays at 9am (G) 

Men’s Breakfast: Second Saturdays at 8am (FH) 

Bible Study: Changed to Second Wednesdays at 7pm (BR) Next one: December 11th 

Community Game Night: Third Thursdays from 6-8pm (FH) Cancelled in December 

Fabric Fantasy Quilters: First, Third and Fifth Thursdays from Noon -2pm (FH) 

Building Key: Sanctuary (S), Emmaus Lounge (EL), Boardroom (BR) Fellowship Hall (FH), Kitchen 
(K), Garden (G) Front Patio (FP), Narthex (N), Choir Room (CR), Pastor’s Office (PO), Office (O)  

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

. 12/1 12/8 12/15 12/22 12/29 

Altar Guild Carolyn L. Ellen B. Lorie L. Carolyn L. Linda H. 

Lector Ellen B. Anne J. Kris F. Bill P. TBD 

Texts Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 

Communion 
Assistant 

Kris F. Dikka B. Shari S. Anne J. Heidi F. 
Edie B. 

Usher Mark L. Mark L. Mark L. Mark L. Mark L. 

Counter Joe M. & Verna R. Eileen L. Jerry P. Lorie L. Janet O. 

Monthly Bible Study, Second Wednesdays in the Boardroom 
Wednesday, December 11th  
We’re on for monthly bible study (the date has been moved to the second 
Wednesday of each month.)  We’ll begin by exploring the Book of Revelation, so 
it won’t be dull.  All ages, experience and questions are welcome. Bring your fa-
vorite bible if you have one, and a brown bag dinner if you like, for this informal 
time to explore scripture together.  
 
SJU Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 8, 2pm 
The combined choirs of the Northwest Firelight Chorale & the St. John United 
Lutheran Church Choir, and orchestra, will present “Gloria” by Antonio Vivaldi. 
Free will offering. 
 
PhinneyWood Phestivus Warming Station at SJU 
Friday, December 13th from 6-9pm 
Help us set up a hospitable space for neighbors as they explore the Phin-
neyWood Phestivus events up and down Phinney Ridge.  We’re looking for folks 
to bring treats, set up hot beverages, and host simple activities for kids and fami-
lies. Contact the church office to participate.  
 
Memorial Service for Janet Recher 
Saturday, December 14th at 11am followed by a luncheon 
Offerings of finger sandwiches or cookies are welcome. Contact the church of-
fice if you’re able to help with the service or luncheon.  
 
SJU SHARE Joint Holiday Party 
Thursday, December 19, 7pm 
(Community Game Night is cancelled)  
Consider selecting a ornament from the gift tree in the lounge, and purchasing a 
gift for our shelter residents. The party will include dinner, carol singing, and giv-
ing of gifts.  
 
Learn to Make Scandinavian Sweets 
Saturday, December 21st from 1-4pm (set up at noon) 
Bring your favorite cookie recipe and ingredients and/or your appetite.   
 
Sci-Fi Christmas Pageant—Into the Cranberry Nebula 
Sunday, December 22nd in worship 
Rehearsals take place Sundays before worship at 9:15am, and the morning of 
Saturday September 21st. Roles are still available! 
 
Service of Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, January 7th at 10:30am 
 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION – JANUARY 26, 2020 
Please mark your calendars and plan on staying after worship on January 26th 
for our annual meeting of the congregation.  A light lunch will be served.  All are 
welcome to the meeting. Those who hold current membership are especially en-
couraged to attend, in order to establish a quorum and vote on a variety of mat-
ters including the 2020 operating budget. Committee Chairs, the deadline for 
annual reports will be due on January 10th.   
 

 Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

 From the DECEMBER 2019 edition of The Spirit 

 

Recently I had a meeting at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. As I walked on 

campus I had to take a deep breath. You see, I had to prepare myself for 

how much different Luther Seminary is now then when I was a student  

almost thirty years ago. When I attended Luther, there were 800 students 

on campus. Lots of faculty. Almost everyone lived on campus. The cafeteria 

was stuffed full with people. On Wednesdays you had to arrive early for 

chapel or you wouldn’t be able to find a seat. 

This is not what Luther is like now.  

And so I take a breath. And I miss what used to be. 

I have the same experience when I drive past a soccer field and see kids playing. I have an urge to 

stop and watch the game. (I need to tell you, this is very strange for me to WANT to watch youth 

soccer.) Back when I had kids playing soccer I often complained that I was too hot or too cold or 

too wet or I had laundry to do or … whatever … and now when I drive by I think, “Oh, I just want to 

watch kids play soccer.” 

Obviously, it is not that I want to watch youth soccer. It is that I miss having younger kids at home.  

And so I take a breath. And I miss what used to be. 

So often we look backwards and hold something up as “the best time” and wonder how to get 

back to that place. And this is understandable. As humans we need to acknowledge the grief that 

we are carrying. If we don’t do this careful and important work, grief can fester and come out as 

anger or apathy or just become so deeply imbedded we are unable to live in the present or into 

the future. 

We in the synod office have been wondering how to acknowledge this grief about “what once 

was” in order to move forward into the future. We’re wondering if some sort of get-together or 

some holding space would be helpful to talk about this. One suggestion is to collectively read   

Bishop Michael Girlinghouse’s book, Embracing God’s Future Without Forgetting the Past. I have 

started reading it and find it a useful and lovely book. I would be interested in hearing if you would 

be interested in reading this book together and discussing it. 

Going back to that visit to Luther Seminary, while I took a deep breath and prepared myself for 

things “not as they once were,” when I arrived on campus and listened to students, after I talked 

with administration and professors, after worshipping together in chapel, I realized that God is 

acting and moving in the life of Luther. Through the new webtools at Faith+Life, through the     

correct sizing of their campus, through their new pathways towards MDivs, through their emphasis 

on student formation and, especially, through their listening, they are dancing with the Spirit in 

this new day. 

Dear Beloveds of God, I encourage you to have deep, sometimes hard, conversations about who 

you have been and who you are called to be. I encourage you to tell the stories of your life and 

your congregation. Record them. Remember them. And I encourage you to dream into the next 

stories of your place. What is next? 

For this is what we trust and hold: So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new! 2 Corinthians 5:17 

In God’s Peace and Joy, 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

 

NEWS: 
Financial Update:  Your finance committee and council are working on the 2020 
budget which will fund the important work of this congregation in 2020.  Stay 
tuned after the first of the year for opportunities to hear more ahead of our annual 
meeting on January 26th.   

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Offering envelopes for 2020 are available in the narthex.  If you no longer wish to 
receive envelopes or do not currently have envelopes and would like them, 
please let the office know. Using offering envelopes in this way aids the office in 
linking giving with members, so that we can produce end of year reports for your 
tax purposes.  You may also give through our website either one-time, or recur-
ring by easily setting up an account  
 
What Growing On—News from the Community Garden 

The PNA’s Hot Meal Program, run in partnership with SJU, is working on ex-
panding the program to be even more supportive.  Volunteers are always wanted 
to help with cooking and set up and clean up, but we also see the need for a dif-
ferent kind of accompaniment that will help foster relationship build and communi-
ty.  We’re looking for folks who’d like to try being “table companions”, which 
would simply mean showing up regularly to share a meal and get to know people. 
The meals offered are dinner on Mondays (Greenwood Senior Center), dinner on 
Tuesday and lunch on Wednesdays (at SJU). Contact Pastor Anna or the PNA 
directly for more information. 

You church council recently voted to become an institutional member of 
Sound Alliance and the Organizing for Mission Network. Some of you may 
remember attending the OFM Network gathering in March or the Sound Alliance 
Leadership Institute in August, both held at here at SJU.  Some of you helped put 
those events on!  Both of these organizations have provided ongoing accompani-
ment in our efforts to grow as a even more vital church in our community. Joining 
these networks is a great step in our journey to collaborate with others and invest 
in our shared work for the common good. You’ll here more about how you can 
connect with these organizations in the months to come. In the meantime, Pr An-
na and members of our Listening Team are happy to share more if you have 
questions.  

FROM OUR PARTNERS:  
Seattle Housing and Resource Effort (S.H.A.R.E) 
On Sunday, December 1st, the CBS newsmagazine 60 Minutes featured a seg-
ment on the housing crisis and homelessness in Seattle. Among those inter-
viewed, was a family currently living in Tent City 3, a SHARE managed project. 
See a clip here. 
 
Earth Ministry: 
Ancestral Waters: A Fight for Treaty Rights, Water, and Way of Life 
Tuesday, December 10, 7 pm 
El Centro Centilia, 1660 S Roberto Maestas Festival St, Seattle, WA 98144 
Join Beacon Hill Meaningful movies for a film about the Puyallup Tribe’s strug-
gles to protect treaty rights threatened by a liquefied natural gas plant being built 
by Puget Sound Energy without permits on the Tacoma Tideflats. A wake up call 
to action for Life, Water, Earth, and each other. 
 
Compass Housing Alliance: 
Compassion Brunch 
Saturday, February 15th at the Seattle Swedish Club 
 
Austen Hartke Presentation at Immanuel Lutheran Church—Seattle 
Saturday, December 7, 1pm-4pm 
Join Austen Hartke, author of Transforming: The Bible and the Lives of 
Transgender Christians, for an afternoon of conversation and learning.  
 
Music Center Northwest: 
Annual Messiah Sing/Play Along 
Sunday, December 8, 6pm 
St. John United Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall 
Bring your voice or instrument and participate in the 33rd annual Messiah Sing/
Play Along, presented by Music Center of the Northwest and St. John United 
Lutheran Church. There is no admission charge.  Instead, a generous donation 
of cash or         non-perishable food for Family Works Food Bank is requested.  
100% of all gifts benefit Family Works Food Bank.  

FINDING SISTER JESSICA  

Look here each month for Sister Jessica’s Schedule. Please be mindful that she also has a 

job with Earth Ministry, which is in our building, and we’d like to respect these jobs as 

distinct. Want to contact her or set up a 1-1 meeting? Her SJU email address is  

sisterjessica@stjohnunited.org.  

OFFICE HOURS – WEDNESDAYS FROM 10-NOON  

LISTENING FOR A CHANGE TEAM MEETINGS – FRIDAYS, 10AM – 11AM  

CHATS WITH SISTER JESSICA—COMING SOON! 

5515 Phinney Avenue North  

Seattle, WA 98103  

(206)784-1040 - www.stjohnunited.org  

 

STAFF  

Pastor—Rev. Anna Rieke: pastor@stjohnunited.org  

Intern - Sister Jessica Zimmerle: sisterjessica@stjohnunited.org  

Music Director - Nathan Jensen: doublenorwich@hotmail.com  

Office Manager—Jean Leavens: office@stjohnunited.org  

Bookkeeper—Alicia Healey: bookkeeper@stjohnunited.org  

Custodian—Devon Hathaway  

 

The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8am - 1pm.  

 

To be removed from this list, you may reply to this message or contact the church office.  

Worship assistants are needed for Christmas Eve Family Service (5pm), Christmas Eve 

Candelight Service (10pm), Christmas Day Pajama Service (10:30am) and Service of 

Lessons & Carols on Dec. 29th (10:30am). Contact the church office or Pr Anna. 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8am - 1pm 

Office closed December 24 and 25 

Pr Anna Sabbath Days: Mondays and December 2-4 

Pastor Anna’s Next Vacation: January 2-9 

Sister Jessica’s Office Hours: Wednesdays from 10a--Noon 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:  

From Your Bishop:  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmO9ZjtTMESefM7uP9Dyd6hEOVZpPcIw91FrYieK2rA42EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTfT5x5RAzPqeSvWtzs24i8=&ver=3
https://stjohnunited.org/2019/12/02/whats-growing-on-news-from-the-community-garden/
https://www.phinneycenter.org/hotmeal/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
http://www.soundorganizing.org/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
http://www.sharewheel.org
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/homeless-in-america-the-issues-forcing-people-in-seattle-onto-the-street-60-minutes-2019-12-01/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
https://earthministry.org/about/upcoming-events/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
https://www.compasshousingalliance.org/events-top/events/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
https://www.musiccenternw.org/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal

