
November 2019  News  

From Pastor  Anna  

Dear ones, 
 
I took the picture below while on a recent trip to Washington DC for a gathering of the 
Organizing for Mission Network.  Remember, we hosted the gathering in March here at 
SJU! I’ve never been to DC, so I was excited to see some sites (I did!) and also to learn 
about what it’s like to do ministry in a place that seems very different from Seattle.  
 

DC residents, for example, don’t have representation 
in the Senate.  The church itself, is neo-Gothic in style, 
and was built in 1873, less than a mile from the White 
House.  There are still two pews in the sanctuary that 
bear the names of Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee, 
meant to signal, after the end of the Civil War, that 
anyone was welcome.  A different context, indeed! 
 

At the same time, despite the stark contrasts, the  
concerns of this community were so familiar. They 
included a lack of affordable housing, pervasive home-
lessness, lack of livable wages, increase in cost of    
living, climate change, racism, and more. In other 
words, our neighborhoods are facing the same      
pressures.  Recognizing that our struggles are deeply connected made it so meaningful 
to be together. We are not alone and together we are far more powerful.   
 

We’ve been working hard here at SJU, through the Listening for a Change team, to hear 
our shared concerns.  We’ve surfaced issues and can see how they too are connected. 
Lack of affordable housing, for example, contributes to the rise in homelessness. The 
sustainability of our church is linked to a growing fracture in community at large.  So, 
how do we decide what to work on?  It’s all so pressing! 
 

The passion and energy around one issue - climate change - has made it the clear choice 
for team’s focus in this next season.  We also know that even climate change, is affected 
by other issues.  To work on one, we must necessarily consider multiple angles. We also 
know that the power we build will make is possible to work on other issues in the future.  
 
So, now we get to dig deeper and do some research. How does climate change show up 
in our neighborhood? How is it connected with other issues like racism, homelessness or 
immigration?  In what ways are we, the community of St. John United, uniquely placed 
to act?  
 
As we honor the Saints this month, may we remember that we continue the faithful 
journey that our ancestors walked.  From Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses to the 
March of Washington, we carry on a tradition of faith filled organizing. I’m so honored to 
be on this journey with you and excited to see what we can do together.  

 
Your sister in Christ,  
Pastor Anna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5515 Phinney Avenue North 

Seattle, WA 98103 

(206)784-1040 - www.stjohnunited.org 

 

STAFF 

Pastor—Rev. Anna Rieke: pastor@stjohnunited.org 

 Intern - Sister Jessica Zimmerle: sisterjessica@stjohnunited.org 

Music Director - Nathan Jensen: doublenorwich@hotmail.com 

Office Manager—Jean Leavens: office@stjohnunited.org 

Bookkeeper—Alicia Healey: bookkeeper@stjohnunited.org 

Custodian—Devon Hathaway 

 

The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8am - 1pm. 

 

To be removed from this list, you may reply to this message or contact the church office.  

EVENTS: 

All Saints Sunday 
Sunday, November 3rd 
We commemorate the Saints for the whole month of November, starting on 
Sunday the 3rd and ending on Reign of Christ Sunday, November 24th. You’re 
invited to bring pictures of loved ones who died this year, and any anytime, to 
add to the Saints Tree during the whole month.  
 
Adult Forum Guest: Dorothy Gibson, Sound Alliance Lead Organizer 
Sunday, November 3rd at 9:15am (BR) 
Come learn more about how we’ve been connecting with a broader alliance of 
people seeking the common good and raising up leaders, and how Sound Alli-
ance has accompanied SJU’s listening campaign.  
 
Monthly Bible Study NEW! 
First Wednesdays at 7pm (BR) 
Wednesday, November 6th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Italian Dinner & Dessert Auction 
November 8th 6-8pm (FH) 
It’s time for our annual fundraiser! Join us for live music, a delicious spaghetti 
dinner and a rousing dessert auction, featuring homemade delights.  Friends, 
family and neighbors are welcome.  All proceeds benefit the ministries of SJU.  
Suggested donation is $20 per person and $5 per child under 12. No one will be 
turned away for inability to donate. Come on, come all! 
 
Sister Jessica Preaches 
Sunday, November 10th in worship (S) 
 
Community Game Night & Dinner 
November 21st from 6-8pm (FH) 
All ages are welcome to this fun church family evening. Come when you can, 
bring a game, play a game, start a puzzle, sit and chat with friends and enjoy a 
casual weekday evening together. Children are centered, but all are welcome. 
Dinner is potluck style.  Consider bringing your own picnic or camping plates and 
cutlery, to make clean up easier.   
 
Thanksgiving Service & Pie Social NEW! 
Wednesday, November 27th at 6pm (The evening before Thanksgiving) 
We bringing back the annual Thanksgiving service, with the hope of building it 
into a an ecumenical event.  The liturgy is created specially for this service, to be 
open and inclusive to multiple faith traditions.  Mark your calendars for a 
grounding pre-Thanksgiving service of gratitude. Contact Pr Anna or Nathan to 
be involved in the service. Contact Jodie Purcell to help with the pie social.  
 

  

 We turn to serve and love our neighbor 
  Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

   From the NOVEMBER 2019 edition of The Spirit 

 

   I share two stories that I heard in the last two weeks. 
    
   The first story I heard was from Pastor Ron Glusenkamp from a trip he     
   took to Senegal with other ELCA folks: 
 

   We landed in Dakar, Senegal where the people are 95% Muslim and the other 5% are Christian or 
something else. Our group traveled to a small village to visit a Lutheran health center that is fund-
ed by ELCA World Hunger. When we arrived, we met ten guests who were living there. They all 
were HIV positive and all had been banned from their homes and so lived together with about a 
hundred others at this Lutheran health center.  

When we asked the group how they were doing, one of the women spoke. She spoke in her own 
dialect that was translated to English. She spoke eloquently and simply. She said, “If it wasn’t for 
this Lutheran clinic, I would be dead.” 

The second story I heard while attending the Conference of Bishops in Chicago. There we heard    
of Lutheran owned and operated Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem. The United States 
government had voted to continue funding this important medical center but for some reason 
they are not releasing the money. This is putting people at risk. Chemotherapy is not able to be 
administered. Surgeries are unable to be performed. Children, especially, are dying. 

While this is a complex issue, the stories we heard compelled Presiding Bishop Eaton to write a 
letter to the administration. She and all 65 bishops signed this letter requesting the United States 
government to restore the millions of dollars in funding promised to Augusta Victoria Hospital in 
East Jerusalem that primarily serves Palestinian Christians. This hospital, owned and operated by 
the Lutheran World Federation and is supported by the ELCA, is vital as it is the only medical     
center there.  (Read the letter here: www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8009) 

In the first story above, I don’t know what happened to this woman or the other people gathered 
that day in Senegal. I hope all of them are still living and still receiving care. In the second instance, 
I do know that many of the people treated at AVH are Christian Palestinians whose only access to 
healthcare is through AVH. And I do know this: As people of God, we hold all people sacred. As 
people who believe in the priesthood of all believers, we know that the staff and volunteers at 
these health centers are doing holy work. As people who believe in Jesus, we know that Jesus is in 
the midst of those that others have rejected. As people of the cross, we know that in the midst of 
suffering, Jesus is there. 

You see, as Lutherans, we take seriously what justification by grace alone means: Salvation is not 
the process or goal of life but rather its foundation. Because we are claimed by God through no 
merit of our own, we are free to live and love and serve our neighbor – whether it is the neighbor 
next door or the neighbor in Senegal or Jerusalem. 

Way back in the sixteenth century, Martin Luther wrote about establishing a common chest for the 
sake of the poor in the city of Leisnig, “Those individuals in our parish … who are impoverished … 
shall receive each week on Sunday … support from our common chest … This is to be done out of 
Christian love, to the honor and praise of God, so that their lives and health may be pre-
served.” (LW, 45:189) 

I read Martin Luther’s words and they remind me that we are called out into the world – not     
because we have to but because of what God has claimed for us. I am so thankful that as we     
remember the Reformation on October 31 we continue in the footsteps of Martin Luther and the 
other reformers: Trusting in God’s grace through Jesus, we turn to serve and love our neighbor – 
whoever or wherever that neighbor is. 

Thank you for the love and care you are showing to your neighbors – both near and far – as we see 
the face of Jesus in all. 

In God’s Peace and Joy, 
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
 

NEWS: 

SJU Publication deadlines:  If you have something you would like to show up in 
our publications please send it to Jean in the church office, preferably worded as 
you would like it appear. Weekly news should be submitted by Wednesday, to 
make it into the bulletin or weekly email.  Monthly news should be submitted by 
the last Monday of the month.  

Volunteer Needs: 

 Distribute posters for the Italian Dinner & Dessert Auction (Anytime this 
weekend, posters are in the narthex) 

 Spend a Sunday morning with the Sunday School (Contact Sonja H.) 

 Bake cookies, weekly, for the hot meal program. (Contact Pr Anna) 

 Weed the SJU gardens (Contact an SJU gardener) 

 Financial Secretary—record member contributions on approximately weekly 
or monthly basis.  (Contact the church office) 

 Be a worship usher (Contact Mark L.) 

 Help out with the Italian Dinner (Contact Linda H.) 

 Help out with the Thanksgiving Pie Social (Contact Jodie P.) 

 Host a sock/underwear drive for Hot Meal diners.  (Contact Pr Anna) 

Giving Statements: You should have received a giving statement in the mail, de-
tailing your year-to-date contributions to SJU. If you didn’t and should have, or 
you noticed a discrepancy, please contact the church office.  You may make a 
one-time or recurring gift anytime, using the church website.  

From Our Bishop: 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

. 11/3 11/10 11/17 11/24 

Altar Guild Lorie L. Carolyn L. Linda H. Nancy W. 

Lector Bill P. Linda L. Jan C. Jan O. 

Texts Dan 7:1-3, 15-18 
Psalm 149 

Eph 1:11-23 
Luke 6:20-31 

Job 19:23-27a 
Psalm 17:1-9 

2 Thess 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 

Mal 4:1-2a 
Psalm 98 

2 Thess 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19 

Jer 23:1-6 
Psalm 46 

Col 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 

Communion 
Assistant 

Dikka B. JD K. Heidi F. & Arlys P. Ellen B. 

Usher Joe M. & Verna R. Joe M. & Verna R. Joe M. & Verna R. Joe M. & Verna R. 

Counter Joe M. & Verna R. Joe M. & Verna R. Joe M. & Verna R. Joe M. & Verna R. 

FINDING SISTER JESSICA 

Look here each month for Sister Jessica’s Schedule. Please be mindful that she also has a 

job with Earth Ministry, which is in our building, and we’d like to respect these jobs as 

distinct.  Want to contact her or set up a 1-1 meeting?  Her SJU email address is  

sisterjessica@stjohnunited.org.  

Sunday, October 10th – Sister Jessica Preaching 

Office Hours – Wednesdays from 10-noon 

Listening for a Change Team Meetings – Fridays, 10am – 11am 

Council: Second Tuesdays at 7:10pm (BR) 

Finance: Third Thursdays at 5pm (BR) 

Mutual Ministry: Third Wednesdays at 3pm (PO) 

Listening for a Change: Every Friday at 10am (BR) 

Property: tbd 

Worship & Music: tbd 

Church Choir: Thursdays at 7pm (CR) 

Handbells: Thursdays at 6pm (S) 

Garden Workdays: Second Saturdays at 9am (G) 

Men’s Breakfast: Second Saturdays at 8am (FH) 

Bible Study:  First Wednesdays at 7pm (BR) NEW! 

Community Game Night: Third Thursdays from 6-8pm (FH) 

Fabric Fantasy Quilters: First, Third and Fifth Thursdays from Noon -2pm (FH) 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8am - 1pm 

Pr Anna Sabbath Days: Mondays and November 25-27 

Sister Jessica’s Office Hours: Wednesdays from 10am—Noon 

 

Building Key:  Sanctuary (S), Emmaus Lounge (EL), Boardroom (BR) Fellowship Hall (FH), Kitchen 
(K), Garden (G) Front Patio (FP), Narthex (N), Choir Room (CR), Pastor’s Office (PO), Office (O) 

RECURRING MEETINGS & GROUPS: 

FROM OUR PARTNERS: 

Sound Alliance Action & Delegate Assembly 
Sunday, November 10th from 3pm—5pm 
Join Pastor Anna and other SJU folks, as we engage more deeply with this broad 
alliance of leaders seeking the common good in our region.  
 
Faith Action Network Annual Dinner 2019 
Online registration is closed as seats are filled.  Call to be put on a waiting list.  
 
Mark your calendars for Compass Housing Alliance's 2019 Annual Meeting 
When: Saturday, December 14, 2019, 10:00am 
Where: Compass Broadview, 147 N 132nd St, Seattle, WA 98133 
 
From The Church Council of Greater Seattle 
Congressman Elijah Cummings Celebration of Life Memorial 
Sunday, November 3, 2019 at 4pm 
First AME Church—1522 14th Ave.  Seattle, WA 98122 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sanctuary at Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
Monday, November 11, 7pm 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church 2nd Floor Conference Room -  
911 Stewart Street - Seattle WA 98101  
Anticipating movement in Jose's expedited U-Visa application, we invite you to 
gather for a time to check-in with one another and share updates. Everyone is 
welcome to attend, but it's okay if it's only the liaisons who come. 

https://faithconnector.s3.amazonaws.com/lutheransnw/files/publications/spirit/november_2019.pdfC:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8009
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmO9ZjtTMESefM7uP9Dyd6hEOVZpPcIw91FrYieK2rA42EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTfT5x5RAzPqeSvWtzs24i8=&ver=3C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
http://www.soundorganizing.org/action_and_delegate_assemblyC:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
http://fanwa.org/annual-dinner/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
https://www.compasshousingalliance.org/C:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal
https://www.sanctuarydowntownseattle.comC:/Users/akrie/Documents/A.%20Rieke%20Personal

