September 2019 News

F r o m Pa s t o r A n n a
Dear ones,
It’s hard for me to believe that it’s almost September. These bright and long-light days
have flown by. Once I thought summer was the “low time” and there was less activity. Not so! Perhaps it’s the time of the church year. After Pentecost and Trinity Sunday in
June, we spend the rest of the summer in “ordinary time”. Ordinary or not, these days
have been full and productive.
Our denomination, the ELCA, gathered for our triennial national assembly. In a short
week, a number of important decisions were made by the voting delegates:
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was elected to another 6 year term
Deacons will now be ordained rather than consecrated (stay tuned for more about a
fall intern coming to SJU from the Deaconess Community of the ELCA!);
We became the first denomination to declare itself a sanctuary body;
A declaration of apology was issued to our members of African Descent;
and so much more!
This ordinary time has brought changes to our own local church community as well. The
building is sporting a new paint job, yes the doors are delightfully green! The garden is
bursting. Those sunflowers just keep getting taller. I like to think they’re watching me
through my office window. We’ve even got a our new website up and running. It’s still a
work in progress, so we’re here for all your feedback. Proofreading comments are welcome!
We didn’t just work on the physical space this summer. In early August we hosted 25+
people for a two day community organizing training with Sound Alliance. What great energy there was to work for the common good! A couple weeks later, we hosted 35+ people for a lecture on the History of US Borderlands, followed by some quick organizing. This great group is ready to meet again and work together on immigration justice.
Cool! Our summer concerts continued as usual, but they were anything but usual. We
added an informal pre-concert potluck, which made for lovely summer evenings with fellowship, food and music.
If this summer has been ordinary, then it’s clear that the ordinary is beautiful and
rich. Every moment with each other is precious and an opportunity living life abundantly.
It has been a bustling time of church building! I’m reminded of this verse to a favorite
hymn All Are Welcome by Marty Haugen
Let us build a house
where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
- All Are Welcome, by Marty Haugen So many of you have given of your time and energy in this ordinary time, building and
preparing the church, for the shared work of loving this world. Thank you for all you do.
Your sister in Christ,
Pastor Anna

EVENTS:

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Bring apples and pears and empty
jugs for cider! Come join the apple
prepping assembly line, crank the
cider press, meet your neighbors, and
enjoy live music and treats. The party
takes place on the front patio.

Blessing of Backpacks

Sunday, September 8th in worship

Listening for a Change Team Leads Worship
Sunday, September 15th (S)
Monthly Community Game Night & Dinner
September 19th from 6-8pm (FH)
Initially tested as “Family Fun Night” our families want to open this up to the whole community. All ages are welcome to come when you can, bring a game, play a game, start a
puzzle, sit and chat with a friend and enjoy a casual weekday evening together. We still
want this to be a family friendly event, where kids can cut loose and play! Dinner is potluck style. Consider bringing your own picnic or camping plates and cutlery, to make
clean up easier.
NO Salmon BBQ this year.
We may bring it back, so stay tuned. In the meantime, check out one of our other events,
like our first ever Harvest Festival on October 12th or the monthly Community Game
Night starting September 19th.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, October 13th after worship (S)
Organizing for Mission Network Gathering in Washington DC
October 24-27
Contact a member of the listening team if you’d like to join the SJU group at this event.
Pastor Anna Away for Continuing Education
October 20-23 (and then 24-27)
Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October 27th

MEETINGS & GROUPS

Council: Second Tuesdays at 7:10pm (BR)
Finance: Third Thursdays at 5pm (BR)
Mutual Ministry: Third Wednesdays at 3pm (PO)
Listening for a Change: Every Friday at 10am (BR)
Property: tbd
Worship & Music: tbd
Church Choir: Thursdays at 7pm (CR)
Handbells: Thursdays at 6pm (S)
Garden Workdays: Second Saturdays at 9am (G)
Men’s Breakfast: Second Saturdays at 8am (FH)
Bible Study: Second Thursdays at 6pm (BR)
Book Group: Friday, Aug. 9th at 6pm (EL)
Family Fun Nights: None this month.
Fabric Fantasy Quilters: First, Third and Fifth Thursdays from Noon -2pm (FH)
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8am - 1pm
Pr Anna Sabbath Days: Mondays and September 30 - October 2
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE starting September 8th
9:00 AM - The church doors are open and coffee will be percolating. If you’re one of
the first people in, consider starting the pot of caffeinated coffee yourself. The new small
percolator is labeled “9:15 coffee hour”. Instructions are posted on the refrigerator.
9:15 AM - The Emmaus Lounge is available for fellowship. Enjoy a cup of self-served
coffee or tea. Have a 1-1 with someone you’d like to get to know better, catch up with
friends, read an article in a magazine (like the Lutheran) or attend a Sunday School (FH)
or Adult Forum (BR) lecture. Keep an eye on the monthly and weekly eNews for schedule. The nursery nook is available in the lounge for young children to play, accompanied
by a parent.
10:15 AM - Meet with other worship volunteers by the pulpit to ask questions and
say a prayer. A worship volunteer is an usher, reader, altar guild, musician, communion
assistant and anyone else participating in worship that morning.
10:30 AM - It’s time for worship! Join your community in the sanctuary for the central
gathering time of our life together.
11:30 AM - Coffee Hour & Fellowship begin in the Emmaus Lounge. Hosts are organized by last names. On your Sunday, you’re encouraged to bring a treat to share and
help with the set up and clean up. Just check in with an experienced host if you have
questions.
First Sundays: Last names beginning with A - G
Second Sundays: Last names beginning with H - K
Third Sundays: Last names beginning with L - R
Fourth Sundays: Last names beginning with S - Z
Fifth Sundays: Seeking volunteers. If you’re part of a group that would like to
host a 5th Sunday Coffee & Hour, contact the church office. The available fifth
Sundays are September 29th, December 29th, March 29th, May 31st, August
30th.
Sunday School
9:30 AM - 10:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall
Contact Pastor Anna if you’d like to help as an adult volunteer.
September 8th - Make homemade backpack tags for the start of school.
September 15th - Listening for a Change Team hosts a listening circle for the children.
September 22nd - Plan a Fall Project Together
September 29th - Assemble School Kits for Lutheran World Relief.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
.

9/1

9/8

9/15

9/22

9/29

Altar Guild

Nancy W.

Anne J.

Ellen B.

Lorie L.

Carolyn L.

Lector

Ellen B.

Anne J.

Kris F.

Cole H.

Edie B.

Texts

Prov 25:6-7
Psalm 112
Heb 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 12:32-40

Deut 30:15-20
Psalm 1
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

Exod 32:7-14
Psalm 51:1-10
1 Tim 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113
1 Tim 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Tim 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

Communion
Assistant

Kris F.

Jodie P.

Jan O.

Edie B.

Linda L.

Usher

Brandon H.
& Mark L.

Brandon H.
& Mark L.

Brandon H.
& Mark L.

Brandon H.
& Mark L.

Brandon H.
& Mark L.

Counter

Jan O.

Jan O.

Jan O.

Jan O.

Jan O.

ADDITIONAL NEWS

Newsletter deadlines: If you have something you would like to show up in our publications (monthly newsletter, weekly bulletin and weekly email), please send it to Jean in
the church office, preferably worded as you would like it appears. Weekly news should
be submitted by Wednesday, to make it into the bulletin or weekly email. Monthly news
should be submitted by the last Monday of the month.
Looking for a Faith Action Network Liaison: We’re looking for a new SJU Liaison to
FAN! Check out their website for more information on the role. If you’re interested or
have more questions, contact Pastor Anna.
Fabric Fantasy meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursdays of the month. Everyone is
welcome to come quilt. Any questions, call the church office or Dikka at 206-547-7557.

Broken Vessels
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | From the AUGUST 2019 edition of The Spirit

Today in the mail I received a surprise gift of pottery. Two vases and
a cup. All beautiful. All treasured. But the most beautiful one has a
crack on the top. I worried that it had cracked during the shipping
process so I texted my friends who had sent it asking if I should be
concerned. One of them replied, “Earthen vessels that we are, with
maybe a crack that God can make beautiful.”
I confess that I’m feeling a little cracked right now. As excited as I am for this new call as
Bishop, and as excited as I am to work with rostered ministers and congregations in this
synod and in the wider church, there is a lot to process and learn. I feel the weight of responsibility and expectation.
But today, looking at this cracked vase, ruminating on my friend’s words, I am awash in
grace.
You see, it is so easy when we look at ourselves or our world, to only concentrate on what
seems broken. Sometimes we only see the imperfect and despair. We wonder what is
wrong with this world, with society, with church, with ourselves.
But what if it is exactly this brokenness that shows God? What if this crack is where the
Spirit enters in? Maybe it is in this very vulnerability when we can finally catch a glimpse of
who God is and who we are.
I know that just as I have some anxiety about beginning a new call and what the future
holds, there is anxiety in your lives, too. I understand both the difficulty and anticipation of
moving into the future together. But as I quoted Acts 17 during the synod assembly, I say
to you again, “For in God, we live and move and have our being.” And this is where we
begin and end – in God, with one another, trusting in the love that comes from Jesus. For
this is who we are: Cracked earthen vessels open to the calling of the Spirit.
As I begin this new call as Bishop of the Northwest Washington Synod, I call on all of us to
be trusting, accepting, vulnerable, and hopeful, as we anticipate the dance of God’s Holy
Spirit – cracked beautiful vessels that we are together.

Our denomination, the ELCA, holds a churchwide assembly triennially to worship, vote on matters of governance and policy, and be church
together for the sake of the world. This past week’s churchwide assembly
was full of important votes and actions, including:



Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year
term on the first ballot.



A declaration of apology to our siblings of African descent, which was
received by the African Descent Lutheran Association with thanks and
a call for accountability and living into the words shared.



Approved resolution declaring the ELCA is a “sanctuary church body,”
encouraging participation in the ELCA AMMPARO initiative for migrant children, discernment of care for our immigrant neighbors in our
context, and the promise of forthcoming resources for this work.



Approved support for the World Council of Church’s Thursdays in
Black, awareness movement for a world without rape and violence.



Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and
remembrance of the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9.



Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming
ecumenical and interfaith partnerships.



Approved the recommendations from a strategic taskforce which has
been studying how to work toward authentic diversity in our church.



Approved memorials: affirming but not “endorsing” the Poor People’s
Campaign, care for immigrants and refugees, and other statements.



Adopted a new social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice: a Lutheran
Call to Action,” and its implementing resolutions.



Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected Churchwide Secretary, a full-time
position which acts as executive administrator and leader on all
constitutional matters and interpretation.



Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and service) to be ordained, from the previous practice of consecration.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.
Questions or comments? E-mail us at someone@example.com or call 555-555-5555

